This comprehensive textbook provides the definitive account of effective care for pediatric HIV patients. Drawing on the massive and burgeoning published literature from a wide range of sources, this volume summarizes a wealth of information concerning the etiology of the disease and the best clinical care for this vulnerable group. It distils the very latest knowledge of virology, immunology, and pathogenesis and uses this to illuminate and explain management recommendations. Recently, many new agents for the treatment and prophylaxis of HIV infection and the opportunistic infections that accompany HIV infection have been developed, accompanied by many new ways of monitoring HIV infection in children. These new therapies and approaches to management are complicated, but the long-term health of HIV-infected children depends on their meticulously correct application. This textbook explains, helps and guides the clinician through all these complexities to facilitate the best possible care for children with HIV infection. This book is in copyright. Subject to statutory exception and to the provisions of relevant collective licensing agreements, no reproduction of any part may take place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press.
Note: Dr. Zeichner, Dr. Read and many of the authors contributions were performed outside the scope of their employment as U.S. government employees. Their work represents their personal and professional views and not necessarily those of the U.S. government.
First published 2005
Printed in the United Kingdom at the University Press, Cambridge Every effort has been made in preparing this book to provide accurate and up-to-date information which is in accord with accepted standards and practice at the time of publication. Although case histories are drawn from actual cases, every effort has been made to disguise the identities of the individuals involved. Nevertheless, the authors, editors and publishers can make no warranties that the information contained herein is totally free from error, not least because clinical standards are constantly changing through research and regulation. The authors, editors and publishers therefore disclaim all liability for direct or consequential damages resulting from the use of material contained in this book. Readers are strongly advised to pay careful attention to information provided by the manufacturer of any drugs or equipment that they plan to use. More than two decades have passed since this devastating infection was first identified. We have come from a time when no diagnosis could be made and there was no treatment, to an era when the development of multiple therapeutic agents and advances in prevention of HIV infection are commonplace in the developed world. Foremost amongst these accomplishments is our ability to prevent mother to child transmission of HIV infection. Seldom is it possible to chronicle such advances in knowledge which materially affect the lives of thousands of people on a daily basis. All of this speaks to the commitment of scientists and care providers and the rapid evolution of information and technology. There is however, a pervasive recurrent theme of needing to advocate for the health of children infected and affected by HIV infection. This textbook provides accessible information at a time when the developed world has succeeded in dramatically decreasing the number of children who acquire infection from their mothers. The need for this information is greater now than ever before. First, because the evolution of information continues at a rapid rate. Second, because the complexity of treatment requires expertise and access to the most current information. Third, because the numbers of HIV-infected children have decreased in the USA and the probability that a physician will have cumulative experience with substantive numbers of these children has diminished. It is important that pediatricians continue to be sensitive to the possibility that a child is HIV infected and be attuned to the specific medical needs and support systems required.
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There is an index to internet sources of information, convenient summary tables, and eloquent discussions of antiretroviral drugs conveniently separated from therapeutic decision making. The material is readable, concise, and thorough. 
Foreword
I would wish that this information was both accessible, in demand, and essential in the parts of the world where there is so much HIV infection of adults and children. One must reflect on the fact that as many infants are born with HIV infection in sub-Saharan Africa every day as were born in the USA in an entire year prior to the availability of interventions to prevent mother-to-child transmission. Progress is being made to bring these effective interventions to the developing world. We would hope we can entice a new generation of pediatricians, public health authorities, and other providers to devote their lives to addressing the problem as effectively in the developing world as has been done in the developed world. This textbook contributes to the knowledge, and hopefully will provide additional incentive to take these advances to the entire world of children.
